


the exhibition features three kinds of spectacularly kitschy works that would fall as flat as fettuccine
if fame-trolls George Condo and Marina Abramovic weren't the art-world rule instead of the
exception. (See for yourself their "collaborations" with Jay Z's "Picasso Baby: A Performance Art
Film" on YouTube). An ironic but earnest take on the sycophantic state of the art, the young
collective's work tartly comments on both 24-karat fame and its cubic zirconia failings. Satire, after
all, has a moral backbone. Not for nothing has it been called punishment for those who deserve it.

Consider in this vein The Propeller Group's six canvases that neatly weave hairpieces inspired by
DiCaprio's film roles onto vintage depictions of Lenin that once hung in Communist Party
headquarters across the Soviet Union. Mostly sourced through eBay, the appropriated, made-over
works make up a hilarious gallery of "if they mated" portraits—less Lenin or DiCaprio, they project
instead a single, supersized persona. There's Lenin with DiCaprio's floppy haircut in Titanic; the
Marxist revolutionary with the actor's pomaded locks in The Great Gatsby; Lenin the gulag inventor
as Django Unchained's plantation dandy. In every case, the result is the same with slight variations.
The paintings constitute coiffed spoofs of colossal hubris; rugs slapped on hammy likenesses made
years ago by career flatterers not unlike today's fame toadies (take a bow, Elizabeth Peyton).

Other works in the exhibition include a gold-plated head of Lenin that has been turned into a
pendant as big as the Ritz (in an edition of five), and photographs of the largest Vladimir Ilyich
statue ever erected (in Volgograd, Russia). Together they make up an ongoing project: an attempt to
raise a new giant effigy of Lenin with a Rick Ross—style selfie necklace. It constitutes an unfinished
but darkly comical monument to past fame, its future, and its mammoth consequences.
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