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MICHAEL RAKOWITZ

Born 1973, Great Neck, NY
Lives and works in Chicago, IL

Education
1998
1995

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA
Master of Science in Visual Studies

Purchase College SUNY, Purchase, NY

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2014

2012
2011
2010

2009

2008
2007
2006

2005

2004
2003

2002
2001

2000

Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts

Arizona State University Art Museum, Phoenix

BAK (Basis Voor Actuele Kunst), Utrecht

Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, Netherlands

Milani Gallery, Brisbane, Australia

The Breakup, Rhona Hoffman Gallery, Chicago, IL

The Invisible Enemy Should Not Exist, The Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago, Chicago, IL

The Breakup, Lombard Freid Projects, New York, NY

Spoils, Creative Time at Park Avenue Autumn, New York NY

The worst condition is to pass under a sword which is not one's own, Level 2
Gallery, Tate Modern, London

Michael Rakowitz: Recent Projects on Baghdad and Montreal, SBC Gallery of
Contemporary Art, Montreal, Canada

The worst condition is to pass under a sword which is not one's own, Lombard-
Freid Projects, NY

The invisible enemy should not exist, Galerie Sfeir Semler, Beirut, Lebanon
The invisible enemy should not exist, Lombard-Freid Projects, NY

Return, Creative Time, Brooklyn, NY

Enemy Kitchen, More Art, NY

The Visionaries, Trafo Gallery, Budapest, Hungary

Endgames, Galleria Alberto Peola, Torino, Italy

Percent for Art Program Commission, Department of Cultural Affairs, NY

Dull Roar, Lombard-Freid Fine Arts, NY

Return Longwood Art Gallery, Bronx, NY

Greeting from Stowe, Vermont, Stadtturmgalerie, Kunstraum Innsbruck, Austria
Romanticized All Out of Proportion, Special Project, Queens Museum of Art,
Queens, NY

Breach, Lower East Side Tenement Museum, NY

Minaret, (ongoing project), Leipzig, Germany 2003/ Station Building, Baltimore
2003/ Clocktower Gallery, NYC 2003 & 2001

Climate Control, Special Project, P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, Queens, NY
Guard, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY (Commission)

Postcard Views, Queens, NY
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paraSITE (Ongoing performance) various urban sites in Boston, New York
City, Baltimore & Berlin
Hubuz, Amman, Jordan

Selected Group Exhibitions

2015
2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

Zone of Contention: The Middle East, Weatherspoon Art Museum, Greensboro,
NC

A Proximity of Consciousness, Sullivan Galleries, School at the Art Institute of
Chicago, Chicago, IL

Yokohama Triennale, Yokohama, Japan

A Thousand Doors, curated by Whitechapel Gallery for Neon Foundation, The
Gennadius Library, Athens, Greece

Ravaged: Art and Culture in Times of Conflict, Museum Leuven, Belgium

Site, Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, Hiroshima, Japan
Tectonic, The Moving Museum, Dubai

The Way of the Shovel, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Chicago, IL
We took the image and put the sound too loud, curated by Fawz Kabra, Center
for Curatorial Studies, Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY

Home WHERE?, Lombard Freid Projects, NY

dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel, Germany

Feast: Radical Hospitality and Contemporary Art, Smart Museum of Art,
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL

Yes, We Don't, Institut d’art contemporain Villeurbanne/Rhone-Alpes,
Villeurbanne, France

Taking Sides, Curated by Robben and Zak Williams on Paddle8.com

2011 Asian Art Biennale, Taizhong, Taiwan

Scramble For the Past: A Sotry of Archaeology in the Ottoman Empire

SALT Beyoglu, Istanbul, Turkey

Climate Capsules, Museum fir Kunst und Gewerbe, Hamburg, Germany

On Rage, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin, Germany

The Jerusalem Show, edition, Al-Ma’'mal Foundation for Contemporary Art,
Jerusalem

The Storyteller, iCl travelling exhibition- The New School, New York; Art Gallery
of Ontario, Canada

Los de arriba y los de abajo, Sala de Arte Publico Siqueiros, Mexico City,
Mexico

Jack Wolgin International Competition in the Fine Arts at the Tyler School of Art
at Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Transmission Interrupted, Modern Art Oxford, Oxford, UK
Tarjama/Translation, Queens Museum of Art, New York

The Storyteller, iCl travelling exhibition- Salina Art Museum, Kansas

Out of Line, Lombard-Freid Projects, NY

Return to Function, Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, Madison,
Wisconsin

The Place of the Work and the Space of the Object, Sculpture Center, Long
Island City, NY

Beyond Green: Toward a Sustainable Art, Ronna and Eric Hoffman Gallery of
Contemporary Art, Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Oregon

16" Biennial of Sydney, Sydney, Australia
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Second Lives: Remixing the Ordinary, Museum of Art & Design, NY

The Greenroom: Reconsidering the Documentary and Contemporary Art, CCS
Bard, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY

Heartland, Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, Netherlands

Shelter X Survival — Alternative Homes for Fantastic Lives, Hiroshima City
Museum of Contemporary Art, Hiroshima, Japan

Urgent Shelter, Gallery 210, University of Missouri, St. Louis, MO

An Atlas of Events, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon, Portugal
Consuming War, Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago, IL

Instant Urbanism, SAM- Swiss Architecture Museum, Basel, Switzerland

10th International Istanbul Biennial, Istanbul, Turkey

Sharjah Biennial 8: Between The Desert And The Sea, Sharjah, United Arab
Emirates

Civic Performance, Stony Brook University, Staller Center for the Arts, Stony
Brook, NY

Art in the Contested City, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY

Revisiting Home, NGBK, Berlin, Germany

Who Cares, Creative Time, New York, NY

LESS - Alternative Living Strategies, PAC, Milano, Italy

Mind the Gap, Smack Mellon, Brooklyn, NY

Tirana Biennale, Tirana, Albania

T1 The Pantagruel Syndrome, Castello di Rivoli, Torino, Italy

SAFE: Design Takes On Risk, MoMA, NY

Beyond Green: Toward a Sustainable Art, Smart Museum of Art, University of
Chicago, Chicago, IL (traveling)

Do Not Interrupt Your Activities, Royal College of Art, London

Inhabituel, Milan, ltaly

Transmediale, Berlin, Germany

Gonflables, Inflatables, Gonfiabli ,Tripostal, Lille, France

Living In Motion, Vitra Design Museum/Z33 Hasselt, Belgium

Parasites: When Spaces Come Into Play, Ludwig Museum, Vienna

Arts Electronica, Linz, Austria

The Interventionists, MassMOCA, North Adams, MA

X Treme Houses, Lothinger Dreizehn, Munich, Germany

Adaptations, Apex Art, New York City and Friedricianum, Kassel, Germany
Borne of Necessity, Weatherspoon Museum of Art, Greensboro, North Carolina
Global Priority, UMass Amherst, MA

24/7, Contemporary Art Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania

BQE White Box, New York, NY

Get Rid of Yourself, ACC Gallery Weimar & Leipzig, Germany

Homeland, Whitney ISP, CUNY Graduate Center, NY

Inside Design Now: 2003 National Design Triennial, The Cooper-Hewitt
National Design Museum, NY

Queens International, The Queens Museum of Art, Queens, NY

Design 21: Continuous Connection, UNESCO Paris, France

Und Ab Die Poste-Inside Out: 5th Annual Festival of New Art, Berlin, Germany
Submerge, Kunstbunker, Nuremberg, Germany

Architecture of Emergency, FRI-ART Friburg, Switzerland, three person show
with Shigeru Ban and Samuel Mockbee & Rural Studio

AIR, Dorsky Gallery, Queens, NY
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Utopia Now!, Sonoma Museum of Contemporary Art, CA
Comfort Zone: Portable Living Spaces, The Fabric Workshop Museum,
Philadelphia, PA
2001 Utopia Now!, CCAC Wattis Institute, Oakland, CA
Back and Forth, Vacancy Gallery, NY
GZ:01, 129 Lafayette Street, NY
Building Codes, Storefront for Art and Architecture, NY
Elsewhere, HEREart, New York, NY

2000 Concerted Compassionism, White Columns, NY
1998 A Skowhegan Decade, David Beitzel Gallery, NY
1997 Repeat Reverse, Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, CT

Blast Box 1993: Remaking Civilization, X Art Foundation, NY

Awards & Grants

2013 Kamal Lazaar Foundation Project Grant
Finalist for Zurich Art Prize
2012 Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation, 2012 Biennial Award
2007 Creative Capital Grant: Michael Rakowitz and Emna Zghal (collaboration for

Dark Turquoise)
Sharjah Biennial Art Prize, Jury Award

2006 New York Foundation for the Art in Architecture & Environmental Structures
2003 Dena Foundation of Contemporary Art Award
2002 UNESCO Design Laureate, Grand Prix
2001 New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, 2001-2003
2000 The Jerome Foundation Artist Grant
White Columns Artist Production Grant
1997 MIT Council for the Arts Grant
1996 MIT Department of Architecture Fellowship, 1996-1998
1995 Outstanding Achievement in Sculpture Award, International Sculpture Center

Recent Lectures and Panel Discussions

2014 Visiting Artist, Parsons School of Design, New York, NY
Visiting Artist, University of Michigan, Ml
Visiting Artist, University of Maryland Baltimore County, MD
Artist Talk, Art Institute of Chicago, IL

2013 Keynote Speaker, Open Engagement Conference, Portland State University,
Portland, OR
Panelist, Pedagogy, Performance, Practice Conference, American University of
Cairo, Egypt
Panelist, “What Does Art Do: The Production of Knowledge in a Globalized
Economy,” Art Dubai

2012 Artist Talk, The Creative Time Summit 2012, New York, NY
Panel on dOCUMENTA(13), “The Dance was very frenetic...and lasted a long
time,” The Cooper Union, New York, NY

2010 Artist Talk, The worst condition is to pass under a sword which is not one's
own, Tate Modern, London
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Panelist, Contemporary Art in the Middle East: A Two-Day Symposium at Tate
Britain and Tate Modern, Tate Britain, London, UK

Lecturer, Across Histories Artist Talk: Michael Rakowitz, EFA Project Space,
NY

Panelist, A conversation between Dr. Donny George Youkhanna, former
Director of the National Museum of Iraq; University of Chicago Professor of
Mesopotamian Art, McGuire Gibson; and artist Michael Rakowitz, Hyde Park
Art Center, Chicago, IL

Lecturer, The Cooper Union School of Art, NY

Lecturer, Visual Culture Series, Kevorkian Center, NYU, NY

Lecturer, Gallery 400, University of lllinois, Chicago, IL

Lecturer, Stanford University, CA

Speaker, The Situational Drive: Complexities of Public Sphere Engagement,
NY

Panelist, Emergencies and Risk, Sharjah Biennial 8 Symposium, Sharjah, UAE
Panelist, Yona Friedman Symposium, The Drawing Center, NY

Panelist, Visualizing Iraqi Politics and Politics in Iraq and the Diaspora, The
Center for Book Arts and The New School, NY

Visiting Artist, School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Visiting Artist, Smith College, Northampton, MA

Visiting Artist, Museum School of Fine Arts, Boston, MA

Visiting Artist, Ontario College of Art and Design, Toronto, Canada

Panelist, The Storefront for Art and Architecture, NY

Lecturer, Technical University, Budapest, Hungary

Lecturer, Northwestern University, Chicago, IL

Lecturer, Mess Hall, Chicago, IL

Lecturer, Modern Museum, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Lecturer, Ontario College of Art and Design, Ontario, CA

Speaker, Transmediale 05: BASICS, Berlin, Germany

Lecturer, Royal College of Art, London, UK

Speaker, Out of the Ordinary, conference, IASPIS (International Artists Studio
Program in Stockholm), Stockholm, Sweden. With Christoph Draeger, John
Menick and Irit Rogoff,

Lecture and Workshop, Nomad+Object, Symposium, University Ludovico
Quaroni, La Sapienza, Rome, ltaly. With Lucy Orta and Martin Ruiz de Azua
Speaker, PROJECT. Image. Intervention. Construction. Utopia. Public Space,
Symposium, CaixaForum, Barcelona, Spain. Public conversation with Santiago
Cirugeda; organized by Antoni Muntadas

Speaker, Pixelspaces, Symposium, Ars Electonica, Linz, Austria

Speaker, Art.Ficial 2.0 Symposium: The City as Interface, with Nelson Brissac-
Peixoto, Simone Michelin, moderated by Marcelo Tramontano. Centro Cultural
Itau, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Speaker, Outside-In: International Symposium on Public Space, Gothenburg,
Sweden. With Swoon and Jocko Weyland

Artist lecture, Apex Art, NY

Artist lecture, ACC Gallery, Weimar, Germany

Homeland Exhibition Panel Discussion, CUNY Graduate Center. With Edgar
Hachivi Heap of Birds, Barbara Pollack, Olav Westphalen, NY

Main Speaker, At the City’s Edge: Conference on Public Art and Urbanism, The
Centre, Glasgow, Scotland. With Neil Smith and Fiddian Warman
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Residencies

2007
2006
2000-2001
1997

1996

Positions

2006
- present
2002-2006
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Montalvo Art Center, California

Eastern European Residency Program at Trafo Gallery, Budapest, Hungary
P.S.1 Special Projects Program, Long Island City, NY

Société Imaginaire, Dresden, Germany

?p%cial Interest Group in Urban Studies (SIGUS) Workshop in Jordan, Kerak,
ordan

Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, Skowhegan, ME

Associate Professor, Department of Arts, Theory and Practice, Northwestern
University, Evanston, lllinois

Professor, Department of Sculptural Studies, Maryland Institute College of Art
Baltimore, MD

Contributing Editor, Surface Tension: A Journal on Spatial Arts Errant

Bodies Press, initial publication 2006
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